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2 Introduction 

My trains collection consists mostly of rolling stock (locomotives, coaches1 and wagons). One of the collecting goals is to make it 

possible to run representations of the luxury trains of yesteryear. The luxury trains in continental Europe were largely initiated and 

operated by the Compagnie Internationale des Wagons-Lits et des Grands Express Européens, abbreviated to CIWL. This 

catalogue contains all CIWL carriages from my collection. I have carriages in various gauges and scales of many different brands. 

The catalogue is based on the CIWL vehicle types such as WL (sleeping car), WR (dining car), WP (Pullman car) and F (luggage 

car) and the subtype like WL type S etc. As all CIWL cars had a unique number models or toys that wear a number will be 

categorized by that number2. Models or toys that have no or a fancy number cannot be assigned a CIWL subtype but they can be 

assigned a type; In this case, there is a separate paragraph devoted to these. The index in the back can be used to find carriages via 

the maker or brand. 

This catalogue will not elaborate on the history of CIWL and equipment. There are many books that go into this, The Book3 is 

highly recommended; further Dr. Fritz Stºcklôs book Rollende Hotels was used. Another interesting but not covered area is the 

history of the makers or brands of the toys and models described here. Some of the brands, like Märklin, are well-known. Others, 

especially in the larger scales, are less known. Information might be found in books on toy and model trains and on the internet. 

Many of the makers of CIWL carriages in H0 are French; a couple of them are lesser known and I had to search to get examples 

of these in my collection; these are brands like France Trains and RMA and even lesser known like SMCF, PMP, Rateau, Martin, 

BLZ, FOBBI, Troby, TRAM, Antal and VB.  

The length of the vehicles in this catalogue is in centimetres4. The track gauges are Z (6.5 mm), N (9 mm), TT (12 mm) 00 / H0 

(16.5 mm), S (22.5 mm), 0 (32 mm) and 1 (45 mm). The scales associated with the track width are not always standard, especially 

in the toy trains. With scale models the scale used is indicated. 

All cars in this catalogue are pictured with at least one picture showing the side of the car in its full length. Note that when looking 

at this catalogue on paper or screen at an A4 or similar size a 1 Gauge car picture is at a third of the size of the model, while an 0, 

H0, N or Z gauge car picture is at respectively half, full, 2 times and 2.5 times approximately of the size of the model. For toy 

train cars there is no general rule like this. 

The pictures in the catalogue are made with various cameraôs; most of them with a Panasonic DMC-FZ50. I am not that good in 

making pictures (as you can see); especially the colours are not consistent, the real colours can be seen, by the happy few, in my 

collection ;-) 

CIWL is a collectorôs theme. A Spanish collector Don. Javier Aranguren (1944-2013) had a large collection of CIWL toy and 

model cars, many in H0 gauge. He also wrote a book: ñCoches camas, restaurantes y salones en los ferrocarriles de la pen²nsulaò 

(Sleeping cars, restaurants and Pullmans on the railways of the Iberic peninsula). A couple of items from his collection are now in 

my collection and pictured in this book. 

Acknowledgements 

First of all, thanks to Tamme, Dick and Gijs who always respond enthusiastically when I purchase something CIWL. Thanks to 

Jacques for proofreading and tips. Thanks to Ludo for designing and building my garden railway which is regularly used to run 

CIWL in miniature trains. Furthermore, thanks to my parents in law, if they were not childless my collection had been different. 

Copyright : There is no copyright on this document, but please mention the source when you copy something. 

  

 
1 The terminology car, coach and carriage is used in this catalogue interchangeably with no further significance. 
2 CIWL car numbers were originally present in the lower left and right corner of the car body. Later, when UIC numbering was 

introduced, the CIWL car number was present on the lower frame but stroked through. 
3 La Compagnie des Wagon-Lits ï Histoire des véhicules ferroviaires de luxe ; Gerard Coudert, Maurice Knepper, Pierre-Yves 

Tousirrot ; Edition La Vie du Rail 
4 Rounded to full centimeters. 
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 Car types 

This book is organized on car type. Since the book is quite large the grouping in types becomes unclear. This paragraph is added 

to elucidate the grouping. 

There are 4 main categories5: 

¶ WL ï Wagon Lits ï sleeping car 

¶ WR ï Wagon Restaurant ï restaurant car or dining car 

¶ WP ï Wagon Pullmanï Pullman car or salon car; with kitchen the type was WPc, without kitchen it was WP 

¶ F ï Fourgon ï Baggage car 

A WR is meant to eat (and therefore had smaller chairs and larger tables) and after your meal you did something else (sleep in a 

WL or sit in a non-CIWL carriage); a WR was often the only CIWL carriage in a (not sleeping) train. A WP, which had large 

armchairs, was meant to stay in your chair during the entire journey (which was always during the day) and there you also got 

your meal from the kitchen. Often a WP and a WPc were coupled (a so-called couplage) where one kitchen served the meals for 

two carriages. 

Besides this grouping there is another categorization: cars made before approximately 1925 were made with wooden bodies and 

recognised by their teak appearance. Cars made after that date had steel bodies. These later cars were painted blue, brown/cream 

or blue/cream6. Some of the teak cars also received a painted livery such that they could be combined with the steel cars. In the 

teak period the name Pullman car or WP was not used; luxury cars to sit in were called Wagon Salon (WS).  

In the next chapters for each of the types (WL, WR, WP/WS, F) first the teak cars are described and thereafter the steel cars. 

Since only a small number of the cars in this book are teak cars these are not further described in different sub-types. The steel 

cars are described in subtypes as follows: 

WL  ï sleeping cars 

The table based on information found on the internet, gives a (possible incomplete) overview of the sleeper types: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
5 I use the abbreviations WL, WR and WP in this catalogue; especially in French writings VL, VR and VP are also used. 
6 Or white, but only for a small number of cars used in very sunny countries like Egypt. 

CIWL sleeper 

Type S Z LX Y F P UH MU T2 

Introduced 1922 1926 1929 1930 1936 1955 1957 1964 1968 

Number built 189   100   90 272 25   80   40 108 173 

Compartments 
 

11 10 11 9 20 11 12 18 

Number of beds 16-24 22-33 10-20 11-33 9-18 20 33 12-36 36 

Length (Metre) 23.45 23.45 23.45 23.45 19.23 24 25.1 26.4 26.4 

Speed (KM/H)  140 140 140 140 120 140 160 160 160 

http://www.wikiwand.com/it/Carrozza_letti#Carrozza_tipo_Lx
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WR ï restaurant cars 

There were a number of series of restaurant cars made, however since they look very similar they are not recognised in different 

types. Later some Pullman cars were rebuilt into restaurant cars, so a change from WP(c) to WR. Further a small series of more 

modern outline restaurant cars was made in Austria (numbers 4255-4266). 

WP ï Pullman cars 

Pullman cars, with exception of the Sud Express type, were recognised by their oval windows at the car ends. The Pullman cars 

were made in series, so a list with types and CIWL numbers is easily made. There were 4 types of WP(c), in order of introduction: 

¶ Sud Express:  WP 2737-2742; WPc 2743-2748, 2839-2841 

¶ Flèche d'Or (8 bays/windows): WPc 4001-4015, 4031-4040, 4051-4065, 4081-4085; WP 4016-4030, 4041-4050, 4066-

4080, 4086-40907 

¶ Etoile du Nord (9 bays/windows): WPc 4091-4110; WP4111-4130  

¶ Côte dôAzur (7 bays/windows): WPc 4131-4147; WP 4148-4164 

Further: A small number of narrow gauge Pullman cars were made for the Golden Mountain Pullman Express. 

F ï Fourgon 

There were 3 types of CIWL steel Fourgons, there were not that many so a list with types and CIWL numbers is easily made: 

¶ Fourgon truck ï Luggage vans with containers: 1260-1262 

¶ 6 ports ï Luggage car with 6 baggage doors (3 on each side): 1263-1296 

¶ 8 ports ï Luggage car with 8 baggage doors (4 on each side): 1245-1256 

 

  

 
7 Only de first series (numbers 4001-4030) of the Flèche dôOr type had the decoration with golden arrows on their sides. 
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3 Sleeping 

A sleeping car in CIWL parlance is a WL (Wagon Lits); in steel sleeping cars there is a large number of subtypes like LX, MU, 

T2 etc. 

 Teak carriages 

 Model types  

There are not many teak sleeping cars made in the larger gauges; in H0 there are more, there are at least 6 versions in my 

collection. 

 0 Gauge 

This is a model of sleeper number 1868. This sleeper was made in 1908 by Breslauer. The model is made by the Italian builder 

Dottori for Fulgurex. It is a high end (high price) well detailed model made of metal but with the outside made of teak/wood, 

which of course gives a good impression of the real thing. It is made to a scale of 1:43.5 and is 46 cm long and has interior lights. 

The Fulgurex catalogue number is 2559/2. 

Compartment side 

Compartment side with interior lights 

Corridor side 
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