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2 Introduction 

In my e-book on LNER Pacifics and NYC Hudsons I mentioned: ñthe German S3/6 and the French PLM Pacifics came also into 

view but were put aside for the momentò. Since then I acquired, amongst others, a nice example of an 0-gauge S 3/6 made by 

Spring, so I thought it was time to photograph and describe these Pacifics.  

When listing the German S3/6 and the French PLM Pacifics from my collection I came across my models of German Baureihe 01 

and Chapelon Nord Pacifics and then decided to make a catalogue of all my German and French Pacifics and to also include the 

few other Pacifics that ran in continental Europe (i.e. Italy and Belgium) from my collection.  

Those who love the Pacific type of locomotive are in the company 

of a number of famous artists that considered the Pacific as THE 

large, heavy and fast express train locomotive. The composer 

Arthur Honegger wrote in the preface to his óMouvement 

symphonique nr.1- Pacific 231ô: óJ'ai toujours aim® passionn®ment 

les locomotives; pour moi, ce sont des êtres vivants et je les aime 

comme d'autres aiment les femmes ou les chevaux.ô ('I have 

always loved locomotives passionately; for me, they are living 

beings and I love them as others like women or horses.'). The 

French filmmaker Jean Mitry used the orchestral work of Honegger as the soundtrack for a tribute to the steam locomotive in a 

French award-winning film. The Dutch poet Pierre Kemp wrote a (long) poem named Pacific which he related to the Honegger 

orchestral work. The drawing is from a letter of Pierre Kemp on Pacific and correctly portrays the locomotive type. 

I have Pacifics in various gauges and scales of different brands. The catalogue is organised on country (Belgium, France, 

Germany, Italy) and locomotive type and further, when relevant, on gauge. The index in the back can be used to find locomotives 

via the maker or brand. The length of the locomotives in this catalogue is in centimetres. The mentioned track gauges are Z (6.5 

mm), N (9 mm), H0 (16.5 mm), 0 (32 mm) and 1 (45 mm). Most of these models are running scale models, but some are static 

models or toy trains that represent a 4-6-21 Pacific locomotive, even when not having the correct wheel arrangement. 

This catalogue will not elaborate on the history of the locomotives. There are many books that go into this, some will be 

mentioned in the text with the given locomotive.   

Again, another interesting but not covered area is the history of the makers or brands of the toys and models described here. 
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1 I use the Whyte notation 4-6-2 for Pacifics; in France this type is known as 231 while in Germany it is called 2C1 
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3 Belgian Pacifics 

In contrast to the Netherlands, where the largest locomotives had a 4-6-0 axle layout, there were a number of Pacifics of different 

types in Belgium. There are models of all these types; I do have models of the type 1 and the type 59.  

 Type 1 

The Type 1 locomotive was a steam locomotive of the NMBS (Nationale 

Maatschappij der Belgische Spoorwegen) in service between 1935 and 1962, and 

mainly used for express trains. 35 of these locomotives were made and number 

1.002 has been preserved. The design of the 4-6-2 locomotive was based on the 

Gresley P2 class 2-8-2 (Cock Oô the North) which shows in the semi-streamlined 

look. The locomotive has driving wheels of 198 cm and a 4-cilinder simple 

expansion mechanism. The Belgian Association of ñThose Interested in Public 

Transport (VeBOV)ò issued a 130-page booklet, in the Dutch language, dedicated 

to this locomotive type in 1979. Models of this locomotive were made, as far as I 

know, in 0 gauge and H0 gauge. 

 

 

 

 

 

I do have 2 models of the Type 1, both in H0 and shown in the picture below. Left a model made from a metal kit and right a toy-

like model being a 0-4-0 locomotive but nevertheless showing that it is based on the Type 1. 

 

The British railway kit maker DJH Models made a kit for the Type 1. I acquired this kit ready built and do not know the builder. 

The model is all metal and nicely detailed. The builder has done an excellent job and the livery is outstanding. Length of this 

model is 28 cm.  
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The Belgian company Les Constructions Metalliques Belges made trains in what they called 00 gauge with the brand name ELEC. 

In their only available catalogue of 1946 their small range, including only one locomotive, is shown and mentioned to be at a scale 

of 1:86. The picture shows a complete Belgian train in a set-box. The locomotive is made for 3-rail AC running like Märklin. 
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 Type 59 

Based on the settlement of the armistice of WWI, Germany had to hand over a large number of locomotives to other countries. 

Belgium received three S3/6 Pacifics which only ran in Belgium until 1923/1924 after which they were scrapped. The S3/6 

locomotive with number 3620 was numbered 5920 in Belgium. Märklin made a model of 5920 for the Belgian market, based of 

course on their S3/6 model for the German market (see 6.6.3). The Märklin catalogue number is 3111. I assume the livery of this 

locomotive is correct, but there seems to be no pictures of these S3/6 locomotives in Belgium to verify this.  
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4 French Pacifics 

The most famous French locomotives, would that be the PLM Pacifics or the Pacifics Chapelon? Both are presented here among 

others like the ETAT Pacifics and the Nord Super-Pacifics. 

 PLM Pacifics 

For the PLM railway company (Chemins de fer de Paris à Lyon et à la 

Méditerranée) a total of 462 Pacifics (of the 4-6-2 type!) were built in a 

number of series between 1909 and 1932. Many of these locomotives were 

later rebuilt and also used at other regions of France, some of these until the 

end of steam in France. The book on this type of locomotive by Les Editions 

du Cabri explains it all; the life cycle of this series of locomotives is rather 

complicated. The popularity of the PLM Pacifics is sustained by a large 

number of models made in various scales, some of which are in my collection. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 1 Gauge 

ASTER of Japan made commissioned by Fulgurex from Switzerland an alcohol fired live steam version of locomotive 6101, the 

second PLM Pacific prototype made at the same time as the first one 6001. 6101 was a simple expansion 4-cylinder locomotive. 

The ASTER model has 2 cylinders but is further true to prototype with working Walschaerts valve-gear (a first in any live steam 

gauge 1 commercially available locomotive). It was one of the first ASTER models dating from 1977. 800 of these were made and 

available in kit. This is one of the few ASTER locomotive kits which I did not build myself. I did not buy it in 1977 but some 

twenty years later I bought it from the estate of Dutch model engineer W. van der Heiden. He had assembled this locomotive 

during the breaks of building his large miniature locomotives. He had never run it; it was untouched but had not spent 20 years in 

a smoke free house, so I disassembled it completely to clean it. This locomotive is made of metal and very nicely detailed. It is 74 

cm long and to a scale of 1:32. 
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A cab view: The visible fittings are 

the pressure gauge, water gauge, 

blower valve, regulator valve, 

screw reversing gear handle and 

spirit tap. 
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 0 Gauge 

Some 40 years ago RivaRossi announced a new series of highly detailed 0-gauge locomotives with the name Capolavori 

(Masterpiece). Two locomotives, both PLM Pacifics, were actually issued in this series; a model of an original PLM Pacific 6204 

(catalogue number 7301) and a model of rebuilt Pacific 231G230 (catalogue number7300).  A numbered series of 800 of these 

locomotives were made, I have number 608 of 800 of the 231G230. This model is largely made of brass and 54 cm long. It runs 

on 2-rail DC.  
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